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of the fact that the will can reproduce what the eye
has seen, Dr. CLAEKE cites the case of a gentleman
who, being fond of statuary, succeeded, after a few
trials, in producing visions of statues, and even in
imagining new ones This author has, in my judg-
ment, completely established the fact that every object
making an impression on the brain, or visual apparatus,
leaves an organic trace there, which may be reproduced
at an indefinite period afterwards by cerebral action. I
find in fact, in the " Visions " of Dr. CLARKE, as in the
"Mental Physiology" of Dr. WILLIAM B. CAKPENTEE, a
sound basis for, and a perfect confirmation of, all that
I claim as regards eye-memory

GOETHE tells us, in his work Aus meinem Leben,
Wahrheit und EicJitung, that having one day seen
ideally a picture by VAN OSTADE, he cultivated the
faculty so as to afterwards produce at any time subjec-
tive copies of pictures and works of art. DE QUINCEY
recognised and distinctly describes the faculty of
recalling or creating visions at will In fact, the
illustrations that this power exists are so numerous,
and the physiological explanations of it are so copious
and satisfactory, that it would be impossible to bring
them within the limits of the longest lecture. But I
have not been able to ascertain that any writer has
ever contemplated the deliberate cultivation of voli-
tional vision as an aid to every branch of intellectual
education and of art I do not know that any one has
contemplated the possibility of its being introduced
into schools and taught in classes. I believe myself
that entire books will be thus memorised with little
effort, that all which the eye has seen the trained will
will revive, and that, far beyond all this, imagination